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The history of Sunseeker began more 
than forty years ago. Since then, the range 
has expanded drastically.

Originally importers and distributors of 
boats from Scandinavia and the USA, 
Poole Power Boats (as Sunseeker was then 
known) started moulding and fitting out 
their own boats in the early 1970s. Today, 
Sunseeker has a pre-eminent position in 
the marine market.  Sunseeker is a world 
class manufacturer of yachts, flybridge 
motor yachts, performance motor yachts 
and cruisers. Sunseeker craft have featured 
in the last 4 James Bond films. 

The jewel in Sunseeker’s crown is currently 
the 37 Metre Trideck Yacht. It offers four 
decks of unsurpassed luxury, setting a 
new standard in an extremely discerning 
market. Positioning Sunseeker fairly and 
squarely in the megayacht world, the new 
flagship 46 Meter Yacht is set to premiere 
in 2012.

Throughout the story of Sunseeker there 
runs one dominant thread: constant 
innovation, be it in design, performance, 
luxury or technology. Sunseeker yachts 
are equipped with the most modern 
technology and are constantly being 

FLIR Systems thermal imaging cameras 
find their way to Sunseeker yachts
Thermal imaging cameras can be ordered as an option on 
every yacht.

Poole is a small town located on the southern shores of the UK, within a large natural  
harbour. This coastal town is a tourist destination in the traditional county of Dorset. But 
Poole is more than just a tourist attraction : it is the home of Sunseeker International, one of 
the most renowned yacht builders in the world. 

Few brands can confidently claim to rank amongst the world's finest, Sunseeker is one of 
them, it is a brand with enormous global strength.  

equipped with new innovations to make 
sure that Sunseeker remains one of the 
leading brands in the world.

The Sunseeker yard in Poole, UK.

Joystick 
Control Unit

The screen, displaying the thermal images from the FLIR Systems 
Voyager on board a Sunseeker 34 Metre Yacht, with the Joystick 
Control Unit aesthetically integrated into the helm console.
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Thermal imaging technology
One of the innovations that has recently  
been introduced as an option on board 
Sunseeker yachts is FLIR Systems thermal 
imaging cameras.

Thermal imaging cameras produce a crisp 
image in total darkness. They need no 
light whatsoever to operate. They can see 
through light fog, smoke, in practically 
all weather conditions. They are an ideal 
tool to help captains navigate safely at 
night. Other vessels, buoys, outcroppings 
of land, … it all becomes clearly visible on 
a thermal image. Even objects which can 
be undetected by radar become clearly 
visible. 

But thermal imaging cameras can be 
used for more than night time navigation 
only. They are used for shipboard security 
and anti-piracy. They can also be used in 
a “man overboard” situation to find the 
person before hypothermia sets in.

Thermal imaging at Sunseeker
“When I introduced the FLIR Systems 
thermal imaging cameras to Sunseeker, 
they were immediately enthusiastic.”, 
says Paul Rees, Sales Director of Ships 
Electronic Services Ltd. distributor of 
FLIR Systems maritime products in the 
UK. “The technology of thermal imaging 
was already known to Sunseeker but 
they were surprised by the high quality 

thermal images that are delivered by 
the FLIR Systems Navigator and Voyager.  
Traditionally thermal imaging cameras 
have been extremely expensive. This 
changed when FLIR Systems decided to 
enter the maritime markets.”

“Sunseeker offered the FLIR Systems 
Navigator and Voyager to some of their 
customers. They found a positive response 
and today FLIR Systems thermal cameras 
have been installed on numerous vessels 
already.”

FLIR Systems Voyager
FLIR Systems Voyagers have been installed 
on both 34 Metre and 37 Metre Yachts. The 
Voyager is extremely suited for installation 
on larger yachts. It contains two thermal 
imaging cameras, one with a wide field 
of view and one with a narrow field of 
view.  Thanks to this two independently 
operating thermal imaging cameras, the 
Voyager can continuously zoom on the 
thermal image. This way captains can 
maintain a broad situational awareness 
but have the possibility to zoom in to an 
object once a potential threat is detected. 
The Voyager also contains a daylight 
lowlight camera that can be used when 
conditions permit. The Voyager is also a 
stabilized unit. The system compensates 
for practically any sea-state and allows 
seeing a steady image on the monitor, 
even in rougher waters. 

A 34 Metre Yacht during construction at the yard in Poole, UK

The same 34 Metre Yacht at the London Boat show. The FLIR 
Systems Voyager is mounted on top of the mast



Thanks to its precision, accurate, fast Pan/
Tilt system, the Voyager allows for easy 
following of fast moving vessels or other 
objets.

Like all FLIR Systems thermal imaging 
cameras that have been designed for use 
in maritime environments, the Voyager 
is an extremely rugged system. Its vital 
core is well protected, IP66 rated, against 
humidity and water. The Voyager can be 
cleaned with a hose just like any other 
deck equipment. The corrosion resistant 
housing protects drive motors and 
ensures long life. The Voyager  operates 
between -25°C and +55°C.

Installing a Voyager on board of 
Sunseeker yachts
“To maintain an excellent overview, we 
install it as high as possible on the mast of 
the yacht.", continues Paul. "The Voyager 
is easily connected to the Joystick 
Control Unit (JCU). A video cable can be 
connected to any existing multi-function 
display that accepts composite video. This 
allows us to integrate both the JCU and a 
screen aesthetically in the bridge of the 
yacht.”

“The Voyager is also very easy to use. A 
JCU is used to operate the pan and tilt, 
switch between thermal / daylight image 
and focus / autofocus , zoom in and 
out. The unit is equipped with back-light 
dimming so that you will always keep 
your night vision. Stabilization  can also 
be turned off/on through the JCU.”
“A "home" button on the JCU allows the 
user to automatically return the position 

of the Voyager to an 
operator defined 

position.
Extra JCU's to 
control the 
Voyager from a 

maximum of 4 
different positions 

are optionally 
available.”

Positive feedback from the captains
“The feedback of the captains that have 
been using the Voyager is extremely 
positive. The Voyager helps them 
tremendously with night navigation, night 
docking and all other operations that 
have to be performed in total darkness. 
The advantage of thermal imaging, 
compared to radar, is that it gives them 
a comprehensive image whereas radar is 
just showing a blip on a screen.”

“They also acknowledge that thermal 
imaging can be a help in broad daylight. 
Indeed, the Voyager detects objects in 
any light condition. Also in broad daylight, 
the Voyager can detect objects that 
remain invisible for the naked eye. It is 
not affected by glare from the sun. The 
Voyager will allow seeing through the 
glare, and detect possible obstacles, 
when navigating during sunrise or 
sunset.”

FLIR Systems Voyager, even further 
improved
FLIR Systems is now marketing the 
Voyager II. Voyager II can be connected 
to a radar system in a so-called “slew-
to-cue” configuration. The Voyager II is 
able to identify and track radar targets 
by using the National Marine Electronics 
Association (NMEA) 0183 protocol. The 
NMEA 0183 protocol allows the camera 
to automatically point towards vessels 
and other objects that show up on the 
radar display and to track their movement. 
When enabled, this means that if the 
radar detects an object, the Voyager II will 
automatically turn in the right direction 
and follow the object, so that you can see 
what the blip on you radar screen really 
means.

Another innovation is that the Voyager II 
can easily be connected to any TCP/IP 
network so that you can control your 
camera from any location in the world 
over the internet. It allows you to see the 
images produced by the Voyager II at any 
location on your vessel. You can check on 
your vessel wherever you are in the world, 
without being on board.

A Flybridge yacht with a FLIR Systems Navigator installed

The FLIR Systems Navigator Pan/
Tilt  is easily operated with the 
Joystick Control Unit that comes 
with every camera. No operator 
training is required.
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For more information about thermal imaging 
cameras  or about this application, 
please contact:

FLIR Commercial Vision Systems B.V.
Charles Petitweg 21
4847 NW Teteringen - Breda - Netherlands
Phone  : +31 (0) 765 79 41 94
Fax       : +31 (0) 765 79 41 99
e-mail : flir@flir.com
www.flir.com

onderschrift

FLIR Systems Navigator
“The FLIR Systems Voyager is not the only 
thermal camera that has been installed 
on board Sunseeker vessels.”, explains 
Paul Rees. 

“The Navigator has been installed on 
several yachts as well. They have been 
installed on Sunseeker 86 and 82 Yachts, 
as well as a 72 Predator."

“Although the Navigator is available in 
2 versions: fixed mounted and Pan/Tilt, 
all owners have chosen for the Pan/Tilt 
version of the Navigator. Intuitive joystick 
operation allows the captain to rotate 
the navigator +/- 180° and tilt it +/- 45°. 
This way he can scan an entire area and 
look wherever he wants.”

Visual image

Thanks to small icons conveniently placed at the bottom of the thermal image, the captain can see immediately in 
which direction the Navigator is looking, whether it is in the “home position”  or not.  Also other settings of the camera 
can easily be read from these icons.
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A Sunseeker 108 Predator. 

A Sunseeker 34 Metre Yacht

“Although the Navigator does not 
offer the same range performance as 
the Voyager, which can detect a small 
vessel at more than 6 kilometers away, 
it is an excellent tool for night vision 
applications on board of any ship." 

“Just like the Voyager, it is extremely easy 
to use. The Navigator Pan/Tilt comes 
standard with a remote control panel 
with integrated joystick to operate the 
Pan/Tilt. Extra remote control panels 
which can be used to control the 
Navigator from up to four different 
locations on board a vessel are optionally 
available”. 

Thermal imaging and Sunseeker
“The introduction of FLIR Systems 
thermal imaging cameras has been a 
success for Sunseeker.”, Paul elaborates.

“Several cameras have been installed 
already and we have more orders for 
thermal imaging cameras in the future.”

“Sunseeker is represented on every 
continent of the world by its network 
of approved Sunseeker distributors. All 
Sunseeker dealers were informed about 
the possibility of installing a thermal 
imaging camera on board of existing 
or newly built yachts at the annual 
Sunseeker Distributor Conference.”

“A great success for thermal imaging at 
Sunseeker, but not a surprise to me. FLIR 
Systems thermal imaging cameras can 
be a great asset on board any vessel. 
Whether it is a yacht or commercial ship.”, 
concludes Paul.
 

Picture courtesy of Sunseeker International


